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mom and me and a Jd
Faculty hooders Professors Ron Slye and Bill Sherman 
share a smile with graduate Erin Lecocq’s daughter, 
Madeline, at the December 2015 graduation ceremony. 
Winter Commencement is a smaller ceremony for our 
part-time students, who often balance families and full-
time jobs with the demands of law school.
Dean’s 
Perspective
George Sundborg, the respected Juneau newspaper editor and late father of Seattle University’s beloved president Stephen V. Sundborg, S.J., wrote powerfully in favor of statehood for Alaska in 1946:
With a vote by the people, “Alaska would place one foot firmly on the 
first rung of the ladder leading toward eventual statehood. Thereafter it is 
for Alaska to make its choice whether to remain on the first step, whether to 
step back off the ladder entirely, or whether to climb toward equality among 
the sisterhood of states.”
As we all know now, Alaska climbed. Decades later, the growth and 
evolution of this magnificently beautiful state continues, including offering 
legal education on its home turf for the first time. Our law school’s satellite 
campus in Anchorage opened this academic year, and I’m proud to say that 
it’s been as successful as we had hoped. The 3Ls have been warmly wel-
comed into the Anchorage legal community and they’re learning details of 
Alaskan law that will make them exquisitely prepared to practice law there 
after graduation.
In Seattle, we’re scaling a few ladders of our own. This fall, we’ll launch 
our first-ever advanced law degrees – master of legal studies (MLS) and mas-
ter of laws (LLM). These programs take advantage of the incredible depth 
of knowledge our faculty possess in areas such as tribal law, technology, and 
business development. 
We’re also humbled to announce that a remarkably generous gift from our 
friends Jim Degel ’80 and Jeannie Berwick will allow the Fred T. Korematsu 
Center for Law and Equality to assist the climb toward equality and justice for 
those whose civil rights are threatened. This vital work carries on the legacy 
of the center’s namesake. As Professor Lorraine Bannai documents in her new 
book, Enduring Conviction, Fred Korematsu was determined to use his own 
story of wartime incarceration to protect the rights of others.
These accomplishments would not be possible without the support and 
encouragement of our alumni and friends. Thank you for climbing with us!
Best, 
Annette E. Clark ’89
Dean and Professor of Law
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Image: Glen Rice, Ashley Mahoney, Ryan Sobotka, and Madison Littlefield spent their 3L year at 
our law school’s new satellite campus in Anchorage. Behind them is the Nesbett Courthouse (cover) 
and the state seal of Alaska in the Boney Courthouse (page 5).   (Photos by Michael Dinneen)
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Korematsu’s living legaCY
A $1 million gift from Jim Degel ’80 and Jeannie Berwick allows 
the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality to carry on 
the civil rights work of its namesake.
6
12
14
22
advanCed laW degrees
Seattle University School of Law will expand its curriculum to 
offer two new degrees – an LLM and an MLS – starting this fall.
Bringing laW sChool to alasKa
For the first time, students are attending a year of law school 
in Alaska … that is, when they’re not skiing, skating, hiking, trail 
running, biking, or otherwise enjoying the state’s natural beauty.
there’s an aPP for that
Lawyers and law students teamed up with developers to 
solve problems of access to legal services at the Seattle 
Social Justice Hackathon.
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Living legacy: 
Gift allows Fred Korematsu’s fight 
for civil rights to thrive
Fred Korematsu’s struggle was never just about Japanese American internment. His defiance of war-
time orders to report for incarceration in 
1942 had to do with human dignity and 
equal treatment under the law.
That’s why his daughter, Karen, is so pleased to see 
that the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equal-
ity keeps fighting for civil rights in her father’s name.
“LGBT rights, ethnic studies, immigration – those 
issues are all directly relevant to what my father stood up 
for,” she said. “His story represents social justice, which 
is at the core of the law school and Seattle University. 
That’s the thread that ties us all together.”
Professor Robert Chang, executive director of the Korematsu 
Center for Law and Equality, guides students in preparing amicus 
briefs as well as directly representing clients as part of the center’s 
civil rights work.
By Claudine Benmar
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Korematsu Center 
over the years
2008
the defender initiative
Law school-based project 
aimed at improving 
representation for people 
accused of crimes.
2009
amicus Brief 
in turner v. stime
Case involved racially 
disparaging comments 
made during jury 
deliberations.
2011
task force on race and  
the Criminal Justice system
influential report revealed 
racial and ethnic bias  
in Washington’s criminal  
justice system.
2012
amicus Brief in university 
of texas southwestern 
medical Center v. nassar
Asked the court to safeguard 
anti-retaliation protections 
for whistleblowers.
2014
amicus Brief in 
eeoC v. evans fruit Co., inc.
supported request for a 
new trial in the case of an 
all-white jury and bias during 
closing argument.
2013
terror in twilight
report identified abuses 
of authority by U.s. Border 
patrol in communities on the 
Olympic peninsula.
2015
homeless rights  
advocacy Project
Legal and policy research, 
analysis, and advocacy work 
to advance the rights of 
homeless people.
2016
amicus Brief in 
Pro-football inc. v. 
Blackhorse
Defends cancellation of 
federal trademarks for 
football team with racially 
disparaging name.
“This gift is an honor because it 
shows tremendous faith in the work 
of the Korematsu Center.”  – Prof. Robert Chang
“If you have the feeling that 
something is wrong, don’t be 
afraid to speak up.”
 – Fred T. Korematsu
She’s also pleased to know that the center’s work 
will be reinforced and expanded by one of the largest 
philanthropic gifts in the history of Seattle University 
School of Law. Jim Degel ’80 and his wife, Jeannie Ber-
wick, longtime friends of the law school, have pledged $1 
million to the Korematsu Center over the next five years.
“It’s a truly amazing gift,” Korematsu said.
Professor Robert Chang, executive director of the 
center, said the gift will support two staff attorneys who 
will work with students in the Civil Rights and Amicus 
Clinic as well as other initiatives. Part of the gift will 
also be used to create an endowment that continues to 
support the center for years to come.
“This gift is an honor because it shows tremendous 
faith in the work of the Korematsu Center,” Chang said. 
“But it’s also a reminder that there’s more work to do. 
We understand the responsibility that this gift entails 
and we will work hard to be worthy of such generosity.”
Degel and Berwick are among the law school’s 
most generous donors, supporting the Washington State 
Equal Justice Community Leadership Academy, several 
two-year public interest fellowships for new graduates, 
and other social justice projects.
In fact, it was a gift from this same dynamic duo 
that funded the center’s teaching fellowship program in 
2011. One of those fellows, Professor Anjana Malhotra, 
was instrumental in a case the center continues to 
work on today – helping students in Tucson, Arizona, 
defend a successful ethnic studies program that had 
been attacked by state education officials. 
Degel has devoted his legal career to serving 
injured and incapacitated children and adults in his 
role as guardian and trustee of special needs trusts. 
Berwick’s passion is advancing the rights of immigrants 
and refugees, including working with a team of other 
committed lawyers to form the Northwest Immigrant 
Rights Project and serving on its board for 18 years.
“I look forward to seeing the impact of Jim and 
Jeannie’s gift in the months and years to come as the 
Korematsu Center continues to work for equality,” said 
Dean Annette E. Clark ’89.
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TheBriefcase law school news
Conference activates academics 
to fight poverty
A conference at Seattle University School of Law aimed 
to take academics out of the ivory tower and into the streets.
“Poverty Law: Academic Activism” brought together 
about 120 scholars, students, advocates, lawyers, and com-
munity organizers to talk about ways their work can make a 
real difference for people living in poverty.
The issue is near and dear to Professor Sara Rankin’s 
heart. The Homeless Rights Advocacy Project (HRAP) 
that she directs at Seattle U Law has already had a major 
impact in Washington. Student research on laws that 
effectively criminalize homelessness has helped leaders 
in several communities take another look at discrimina-
tory laws in their cities and towns.
“It was wonderfully gratifying to see how legal research 
could really make a difference in the lives of the visibly poor,” 
Rankin said. “It motivates us to keep going.”
The students who wrote four comprehensive policy 
briefs last year as part of HRAP presented their work at the 
conference. This year’s cohort of HRAP students also pre-
sented preliminary research on topics for seven new briefs 
that will be released in May.
The event is an annual conference, hosted this year 
by the Seattle Journal for Social Justice and the Seattle 
University Law Review.
ABA President Paulette Brown visits
Seattle University School of Law welcomed American Bar Association 
President Paulette Brown to campus in February. She spoke with law stu-
dents from the state’s three law schools about diversifying the profession, 
innovation, and giving back to the community. “Your law degree comes with 
power and responsibility,” she said.
9laWYer  |  spring 2016
Tarra Simmons receives 
Goldmark Internship
Law student Tarra Simmons received the 
prestigious 2016 Goldmark Equal Justice Intern-
ship from the Legal Foundation of Washington. 
The award will allow her to spend the summer 
helping clients re-enter society after incarceration.
Simmons, a second-year student, will work 
with Northwest Justice Project’s Reentry Initi-
ated through Services and Education (RISE) in 
Seattle, offering direct legal services to mothers 
who need help with family law, child support, 
housing, consumer debt, legal financial obligations, and other matters.
The program is a “natural fit,” Simmons said, because she herself used RISE 
services in 2013 after serving time in prison on drug charges. “Working at Northwest 
Justice Project this summer will be a full-circle moment for me,” she said. “I fully 
intend to share the support I received by giving the women hope that anything is 
still possible.”
RISE is the only legal aid project in Washington providing targeted civil legal 
services to formerly incarcerated mothers. The goal of RISE is to reunite families and 
promote their stability. It was conceived by Seattle University School of Law gradu-
ate Elizabeth Hendren ’12 while she was still in law school, and further developed 
during her post-graduate Leadership for Justice Fellowship.
Seven alumni get help starting 
low bono practices
Now entering its third year, the Low Bono Incu-
bator program has expanded to support seven new 
attorneys as they build solo practices to serve moderate-
income clients. Their services cover a wide range of legal 
issues, from debt relief to immigration help.
A low bono practice offers reduced-fee legal ser-
vices to clients who can’t afford a full-price attorney 
but also don’t qualify for indigent aid. The Access to 
Justice Institute at Seattle University School of Law 
launched the Low Bono Incubator program in 2014 to 
give recent graduates financial assistance, mentorship, 
and office space for 12 months as they establish and 
nurture their new practices.
The 2016 participants are:
•	 Chris Bhang ’13, who founded Ineo Law Group, 
PLLC with classmates Josh Feinstein ’13 and 
Ryan Sullivan ’13 to help clients with immigra-
tion issues and protect them from predatory 
businesses.
•	 Amy Carei ’13, who is building a family law 
practice that specializes in providing services to 
survivors of domestic violence in Pierce County.
•	 Adrian Harris ’14, who wants to provide fam-
ily law and criminal law services to moderate 
means clients.
•	 Samuel Leonard ’13, who practices civil liti-
gation with an emphasis on consumer law, 
debt defense, foreclosure prevention, and 
bankruptcy.
•	 Amy Wilburn Morseburg ’14, who plans to 
specialize in bankruptcy. Prior to law school 
she worked as a teacher and as a paralegal for 
a bankruptcy attorney.
•	 Benjamin Sweeney ’15, who will focus on 
immigration law and family law, and provide 
misdemeanor-level criminal law services.
•	 Joshua Turnham ’15, who is launching a solo 
practice to help people who need help with 
debt relief and other consumer issues.
Turnham holds an honor that is new to the incuba-
tor program this year. The David Leen Consumer Justice 
Incubator Attorney is a specially designated position 
supported by the Legal Foundation of Washington and 
the Northwest Consumer Law Center and named for 
distinguished Seattle consumer litigator David Leen.
Stan Perkins ’85, a successful personal injury 
attorney, provides funding for the remaining incubator 
positions and mentorship for the new attorneys.
Benjamin Sweeney ’15, Amy Wilburn Morseburg ’14, Samuel Leonard ’13, Joshua Turnham ’15, 
Adrian Harris ’14, Amy Carei ’13, Stan Perkins ’85, and Chris Bhang ’13
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Margaret Chon 
elected to 
prestigious legal 
institute
Respected intellectual 
property scholar Professor 
Margaret  Chon has  been 
elected to The American Law 
Institute (ALI), the leading 
independent organization in the United States produc-
ing scholarly work to clarify, modernize, and otherwise 
improve the law.
“Philadelphia, home of the ALI, is where I started my 
career as a lawyer,” Professor Chon said. “It feels terrific to 
have come full circle with this unexpected honor.”
The Institute writes, discusses, revises, and publishes 
various reports — Restatements of the Law, Model Codes, 
and Principles of Law — that are enormously influential in 
the courts and legislatures, as well as in legal scholarship and 
education.  Other Seattle University School of Law faculty 
who are members of ALI include Professors Steven Bender, 
Robert Chang, W.H. Knight, Charles O’Kelly, and Mark 
Reutlinger (Emeritus) as well as Dean Annette E. Clark ’89.
Bryan Adamson 
wins award for 
excellence in 
clinical education
In recognition of his schol-
arship, service, and educational 
excellence, Professor Bryan 
Adamson received the William 
Pincus Award from the Association of American Law Schools 
at the group’s annual meeting in New York City. 
The award is one of the highest honors bestowed on a 
clinical educator.
“I’m so grateful for this honor,” Adamson said. “It has 
meant the world to me to be able to constructively engage 
my passion for social and economic justice in my teaching 
and practice.”
Seattle University School of Law’s clinical program is 
ranked in the top 15 nationwide. Adamson has pioneered 
numerous cutting-edge programs, and spearheaded the 
creation of a Community Development and Entrepreneur-
ship Clinic and a Predatory Lending Clinic.
Labor attorney honored as Woman of the Year
In recognition of a career spent fighting for the powerless and voiceless 
in society, Seattle University School of Law honored Tracey A. Thompson ‘94 
as the Woman of the Year for 2016.
In 2008, Thompson was appointed as the secretary-treasurer of Teamsters 
Local 117, the third largest Teamster local in the United States. She was the first 
female secretary-treasurer of Local 117, and the first woman to be elected to the 
executive board of Teamsters Joint Council No. 28, which serves Washington, 
Alaska, and Northern Idaho.
She had previously served as the union’s senior staff attorney, working 
as the chief labor negotiator for the workers of the adult prison system and 
representing the union in labor arbitrations and litigation. She stepped down 
as head of Local 117 in 2015.
“Tracey dedicated herself to the working families of our region,” said Dean 
Annette E. Clark ’89. “She has created a powerful legacy, one that is admired 
and deeply appreciated by all of us who work for justice.”
Receiving the Woman of the Year honor at a luncheon in March, Tracey Thompson ’94 reflected 
on building a career by following one’s passion. (Bottom left) Women’s Law Caucus members 
celebrate with a selfie. (Bottom right) Student Reshvin Sidhu received the Testy Scholarship. 
TheBriefcase law school news
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Seattle unionization law shines 
spotlight on faculty experts
The Seattle City Council made national news in 
December, and so did Seattle U law faculty. Council-
members voted to allow unionization for on-demand 
drivers who use ride-share apps like Uber and Lyft.
For weeks after the measure passed, Profes-
sors John Kirkwood and Charlotte Garden were 
quoted in dozens of media outlets, explaining the 
legal ramifications of the city’s groundbreaking 
resolution. Professor Kirkwood commented on 
how the new law clashed with antitrust measures, 
and Professor Garden speculated on inevitable 
court challenges and explained the differences 
in city, state, and federal labor laws.
Media mentions included The New York 
Times, USA Today, The Huffington Post, CNBC, local television stations, 
and newspapers around the country. Professor Kirkwood also partici-
pated in a follow-up panel discussion in February with Councilmember 
Mike O’Brien, who introduced the law, and union representatives.
Mexico finally frees clinic’s client
After over two and a half years of illegal detention, Inter-
national Human Rights Clinic client Nestora Salgado-García 
is finally free.
Mexican courts cleared her of all charges on March 17, 
following a ruling by the United Nations Working Group on 
Arbitrary Detention that her detention was illegal and arbitrary.
“We are thrilled that Nestora will finally be reunited with 
her family and many supporters, who have all fought so reso-
lutely for her freedom,” said Professor Thomas Antkowiak, 
director of the law school’s International Human Rights Clinic.
The Working Group, an international panel of five inde-
pendent human rights experts, fully assessed the evidence 
in Salgado’s case, as well as responses from the government 
of Mexico. Salgado, a naturalized U.S. citizen and resident of 
Renton, was arrested for activities with a community police 
group and had been imprisoned in Mexico since August 2013.
InMemoriam: 
Peter Tillers
Professor Peter Tillers, the 
third faculty member hired at the 
birth of the law school in 1972, 
passed away in October at the age of 72. 
A prolific scholar who specialized in rules, 
inference, and investigation, he taught at University 
of Puget Sound School of Law until leaving in 1978 
to teach at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law at 
Yeshiva University in New York, where he remained 
until retirement in 2013. 
Professor Tillers was born in Riga, Latvia in 
1943; his family fled to the United States during 
World War II.
FacultyNews
Coleman named to Oltman professorship
Known for her compassion, her humor, and her unwaveringly 
high academic standards, Professor Brooke Coleman has been named 
the new William C. Oltman Professor of Teaching Excellence. She 
will hold the position for two years.
A 1999 graduate of Harvard Law School, Professor Coleman 
joined the faculty of Seattle University School of Law in 2009. She’s 
a familiar face to first-year students, many of whom take her foun-
dational civil procedure course. She also teaches advanced litigation 
and federal courts. She has received numerous honors for her teach-
ing, including the law school’s Outstanding Faculty Award in 2013.
Students describe her as a master of making incredibly difficult 
concepts accessible. “She takes a complicated subject like civil proce-
dure, breaks it apart, teaches it in manageable pieces, and puts it all 
back together again,” said Erin Lecocq ‘15, who worked as Professor 
Coleman’s research assistant.
The honor is named for Professor William C. Oltman, who 
retired in 2008 after 34 years of outstanding teaching in the areas 
of property and trusts and estates.
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Seattle U offerS  
advanced law degrees
This fall, Seattle University School of Law will add 
a few extra letters after its name.
By Claudine Benmar
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After more than 40 years of bestow-ing juris doctor degrees, the law school will offer a master of laws 
(LLM) in two fields – tribal law and tech-
nology – as well as a master of legal studies 
(MLS). The American Bar Association has 
also acquiesced in an LLM program in elder 
law, which will be added soon. 
The LLM degree programs will require applicants 
to have a JD degree already, but the master of legal 
studies program is the first degree the law school has 
ever offered specifically for non-lawyers. 
“So many other fields – health care, business, 
technology – intersect with the law but don’t require 
the same in-depth legal knowledge a JD provides,” 
said Erica Wolf ’05, the newly 
appointed director of gradu-
ate programs. “For people in 
related fields and industries, 
this program is the Goldilocks 
of legal degrees – just enough, 
but not too much.”
Wolf, a 2005 graduate of 
the law school and a national 
expert in Indian trusts and 
estates law, has been involved 
with the Center for Indian Law & Policy (CILP) for 
almost 10 years – as an adjunct faculty member, super-
vising attorney, managing attorney, and most recently, 
executive director.  She’ll continue to serve as CILP’s 
senior attorney, with a focus on outreach, marketing, 
educational programs, and tribal engagement in trust 
and estates and land issues.  
The 30-credit master’s program will offer general 
studies as well as three specialties, or “tracks”: tribal 
law, innovation and technology, and business develop-
ment. Students will take two required courses and four 
core courses, with the remaining credits chosen from 
approved electives and independent study.
“The program will allow people to better position 
themselves in their careers, especially if their work is 
heavily regulated,” Wolf said. “They’ll be able to alert 
their employers or firms to legal issues as they arise.” 
The three LLM programs take advantage of the 
law school’s existing strengths in those subject areas. 
All three programs are 24 credits and can be completed 
in one academic year of full-time study or two years as 
a part-time student. 
“Legal education is what we do best, so it just made 
sense to offer more of it,” said Dean Annette E. Clark ’89. 
“Our faculty are amazing teachers and scholars, and we 
have a great deal to offer students who want to go even 
deeper in their legal studies.”
 The LLM tech law curriculum takes advantage 
of Seattle’s status as an international hub for innova-
tion and technology. A required weeklong immersion 
course will focus on privacy, cybersecurity, and digital 
commerce. Other courses include financial regulations 
and cyber-espionage. 
Seattle U Law already has the largest Indian and 
tribal law program in the Pacific Northwest; the LLM 
program will build on this success. The degree will 
prepare lawyers for work in tribal law, federal Indian 
law, traditional forms of governance, and policy work 
within the federal, state, and tribal structures.
The elder law LLM will train attorneys to provide 
representation, advocacy, and leadership in the areas 
of law that impact seniors and people with disabilities. 
Courses will cover a wide range of legal issues, including 
health care coverage, age discrimination, and protection 
from abuse and neglect.
More information about the new degree programs 
is available online. applications are due in June.
law.seattleu.edu/gradlaw
LEARN MORE
“Legal education is what we do best,  
so it just made sense to offer more of it.”
 – Dean Annette E. Clark ’89
above: Erica Wolf ’05, who formerly served as executive director 
of the Center for Indian Law & Policy, is the law school’s new 
director of graduate programs. 
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hockey skates. hiking poles. Bike 
helmet. and a sleeping bag, rated to 
20 degrees below zero.
The trunk of Glen Rice’s Mazda is filled with totems 
of his life as a law student in Alaska, a life that takes every 
advantage of the copious natural beauty surrounding 
him, just minutes away in any direction. 
He’s one of a handful of students who took a great 
leap northward for the inaugural year of the Alaska 3L 
Program at Seattle University School of Law’s Alaska 
Satellite Campus.
“I was excited by the possibility of doing something 
new,” he said. “And it’s been even better than I expected.”
The pioneering students in the Alaska program 
have had a 3L year unlike any other. They’ve hiked 
through the Chugach Mountains. They’ve skated around 
the frozen Westchester Lagoon. They’ve had several 
encounters with moose – some entertaining, some 
terrifying. They’ve watched lawyers show up for court 
wearing Xtratuf fishing boots. One was invited to watch 
the start of the Iditarod – and to try driving a team of 
sled dogs just for fun.
But more than anything, they’ve become a part of 
the close-knit legal community in Alaska, a community 
that values collegiality and civility. When they gradu-
ate this spring and enter that community as practicing 
lawyers, they will be the first to have learned about law 
in Alaska as students in Alaska.
home on the last frontier:
photos by michael dinneen
BRINGING  
LAW SCHOOL TO 
ALASKA
By Claudine Benmar
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The 49th state in the union (Hawaii is younger 
by only seven months), Alaska remains the only state 
without its own law school. Seattle University’s Alaska 
3L Program aims to fill that gap by making it possible for 
Alaskans to get a law degree while spending as much time 
as possible at home – two summers and the entire third 
year. The program is open to current Seattle U students 
and welcomes visiting students from other law schools.
“We want the people who are most invested in 
this community to be the ones to serve it,” said Pro-
fessor Christian Halliburton, faculty director of the 
Alaska Program.
And as the first academic year draws to a close, 
both students and faculty agree it’s been a remarkable 
success. “I couldn’t have asked for a better first year,” 
said Stephanie Nichols, founding director of the Alaska 
Program. “I’ve never seen law students so collegial.”
The Alaska 3L Program at the Alaska Satellite 
Campus was four years in the making, and was a natural 
extension of the law school’s Alaska Summer Program, 
now entering its 14th year. Nichols, who grew up in 
Fairbanks, built the program based on vital feedback 
from Alaskans and then transitioned the leadership 
role to Professor Halliburton this spring.
“We’re really 
deepening our 
connection to the 
community here by 
identifying the unique 
legal needs that matter 
most and working in 
collaboration with the 
community to help  
fill them.”
 – Christian Halliburton 
Associate Professor of Law and 
Faculty Director of the Alaska Program
left: Founding Director Stephanie Nichols, who 
directed the law school’s Alaska Summer Program for 
many years before building the Alaska 3L Program, 
transitioned leadership to Faculty Director Christian 
Halliburton this spring. The campus is located at 
Alaska Pacific University, within view of the majestic 
Chugach Mountains.
16 laWYer  |  spring 2016
“It is the Alaska Supreme Court’s goal to open 
the door to legal and judicial careers to all 
Alaskans.  And it is vital that we continue to 
inspire future generations to see law as a 
career path that is accessible to them.”
 – Justice Dana Fabe 
Chief Justice of the Alaska Supreme Court
“This is an important manifestation of Seattle U’s 
educational mission,” Halliburton said. “We’re really 
deepening our connection to the community here by 
identifying the unique legal needs that matter most 
and working in collaboration with the community to 
help fill them.”
For its first year, the Alaska 3L Program started 
small – just five students. In the coming years, the 
program is expected to see modest but steady growth. 
The smaller size has turned out to be a valuable com-
ponent of the program, as administrators have been 
better able to tailor the classes to suit each student’s 
needs and to foster the creation of an intimate learn-
ing community. And every student was able to get their 
preferred internship.
The current cohort of students all have different, 
but deeply personal, connections to Alaska. Robert 
Onders is a physician who worked for many years with 
the indigenous community of Kodiak Island. Ashley 
Mahoney wanted a place that was compatible with 
her husband’s military career. Ryan Sobotka spent a 
memorable summer in Talkeetna, gateway to Denali 
National Park. Madison Littlefield got her undergradu-
ate degree in Anchorage and missed the adventure of 
Alaska during law school. Glen Rice visited family in 
Alaska throughout childhood and came back twice for 
the summer law program.
Throughout their school year together, they’ve 
grown as close as the legal community they plan to 
one day serve.
“Alaska is special,” said Christine Williams, a lawyer 
with Davis Wright Tremaine’s Anchorage office who 
taught government contracts at the satellite campus. 
“Everyone here looks out for everyone else. Even if 
you’re competitors in the courtroom, you have to know 
that that same person is going to help dig you out if you 
drive into a snowbank.”
In some ways, the Alaska Program can be traced 
back to the founding of the state some 60 years ago, when 
a Juneau newspaper editor named George Sundborg 
rallied his fellow Alaskans in support of statehood and 
later became one of the primary authors of the Alaska 
State Constitution. If that last name sounds familiar, it’s 
because his son Stephen – now Fr. Stephen Sundborg, 
S.J. – is president of Seattle University.
left: Retired Anchorage Superior Court Judge Sen Tan 
teaches the Alaska Constitution class to third-year students 
at the Alaska Satellite Campus. Other prominent members of 
the Alaska bench and bar also serve as adjunct faculty.
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Though not a lawyer himself, George Sundborg 
and his wife, Mary, established a scholarship fund for 
Alaskans to attend law school at Seattle University, 
understanding the need to support the legal community 
in the state they so loved. 
On a recent Thursday afternoon, with the bright 
northern sun illuminating the impossibly close moun-
tain range just outside their classroom window, students 
in the 3L program study that very document Mr. Sund-
borg helped write. Judge Sen Tan, a distinguished and 
highly respected figure in the Alaska legal community, 
now retired, walks them through the constitution’s 
anti-dedication clause, which prohibits almost all 
earmarking of state revenue. Georgia is the only other 
state with such a clause in its constitution.
It’s exactly this kind of Alaska-centered cur-
riculum that makes the 3L program unique. Students 
have also studied natural resources laws in Alaska, the 
state’s changing court practices, unique trial advocacy 
strategies, and more. Students at any other law school 
wouldn’t learn these kinds of details until after gradu-
ation, when they had to study for the Alaska bar. Or 
they’d learn on the job.
As with Judge Tan, Seattle U’s law faculty is largely 
drawn from the Anchorage legal community. Students have 
found their insights as local practitioners to be invaluable. 
“I’m interested in criminal defense and I always 
have been, always will be,” Rice said. “But the faculty 
here has been so amazing that they’ve been able to 
bring everything to life. I actually loved the government 
contracts course, which was a complete surprise to me.”
Williams, who taught that course, was born and 
raised in Anchorage. She said Alaskans tend to be 
skeptical of folks who are “cheechako,” a Chinook word 
meaning “new to Alaska.”
“People get here and you almost put a clock above 
their head and watch it tick to see how long they’ll stay,” 
she said. “But Seattle University is not cheechako.”
Williams said Seattle U’s Alaska Satellite Campus 
will allow more Alaskans to get law degrees without 
the expense and tremendous cultural adjustment of 
going to the Lower 48, or “Outside,” as locals call it. 
She remembered her own experience as a law student 
in Santa Clara, California, almost identifying more with 
the students from other countries than from her own. 
That culture shock is not insignificant. It can be 
tough for Alaskans, especially those from small vil-
lages, to experience the anonymity of a large city, or 
to be among classmates who might think them odd for 
eating reindeer sausage or fish head stew.
The flip side, of course, is that once Alaskans 
leave their home state for professional degrees, they 
often don’t come back. Preventing that “brain drain” 
is one reason Alaska Pacific University signed on as an 
enthusiastic partner for the satellite campus, said APU 
President Don Bantz. Seattle U law students occupy a 
dedicated classroom just upstairs from his office.
“There are so many great opportunities here,” 
Bantz said. “You’ll get thrown into some pretty high-
level stuff, if you have the right training. You don’t start 
out as an intern. You get thrown right into the water 
and you learn.”
Justice Dana Fabe, soon to retire as chief justice of 
the Alaska Supreme Court, was also an early supporter 
of the program, offering the court’s law library in the 
Boney Courthouse as a resource for students.
“It is the Alaska Supreme Court’s goal to open the 
door to legal and judicial careers to all Alaskans.  And 
it is vital that we continue to inspire future generations 
to see law as a career path that is accessible to them,” 
she said. “We can think of few actions that hold more 
promise to increase the diversity of the bar and bench 
in Alaska than Seattle University’s satellite law campus.”
above: Faculty Director 
Christian Halliburton said 
the Alaska Program is 
committed to building a 
close relationship with the 
state’s legal community 
to make sure the program 
addresses the right needs 
and priorities.
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fred Korematsu  
and his Quest for JustiCe
Enduring 
Conviction: 
fACuLTy SHOWCASe
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in 1982, just three years out of law school,  
Professor lorraine Bannai had an extraordinary 
opportunity – to challenge one of the most infamous 
cases in the history of the u.S. Supreme Court. 
it’s a story of prejudice, fear, and scapegoating, as well as a win-at-all-
costs government legal strategy that culminated in presenting the Court 
a manipulated and false record.  At its heart was a man who simply 
sought freedom – the freedom to remain with the woman he loved in 
the place that had always been his home rather than report to a wartime 
internment camp along with other Americans of Japanese ancestry. 
Fred Korematsu was convicted of a federal crime in 1942 for refusing 
orders to do just that. professor Bannai, whose own family members 
had been sent away to such camps, served on a team of lawyers that 
brought him long-delayed legal redemption 40 years later.
professor Bannai’s new book uncovers the inspiring story of a humble, 
soft-spoken man who fought tirelessly against human rights abuses long 
after he was exonerated.
The excerpt on the next two pages is reprinted with 
permission from University of Washington Press.
left: Professor Lorraine Bannai, director of the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality, 
worked on Fred Korematsu’s case as a young lawyer. She said her team never really worried 
they might lose the case. “We were so young, so idealistic, and so ... right,” she said.
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The courtroom was so 
big—bigger than any he had 
seen before. its rich oak walls 
stretched up to a ceiling that 
was two floors high. The judge’s bench 
seemed so far away, past galleries flanking each side of 
the wide expanse of carpet and guarded by the clerks 
and bailiff. Above and behind the bench, almost floating 
above it, it seemed, was the Great Seal of the United 
States. “E pluribus unum,” it read, “Out of many, one.” 
This courtroom was so much larger than the dreary 
courtroom he had been in before, forty years earlier and 
only a few blocks away. As he had back then, in 1942, 
he stood in the front at a table reserved for counsel 
and their clients. As he had back then, he waited for 
the judge to emerge from chambers, and he hoped for 
justice. And, to him, the issue this day in November 
1983 was the same as it had been before. He had been 
in court back then because, months after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americans like him had been 
ordered to leave their West Coast homes, rounded up, 
and corralled into camps. He, like them, had commit-
ted no crimes—no acts or threatened acts of espionage 
or sabotage; they just looked like the “enemy.” He was 
a loyal American who loved this country. But he had 
chosen freedom, and, in doing so, he had violated the 
law. How could he have been charged with a crime 
based simply on the color of his skin?
Back then, he had stood virtually alone. Only his 
lawyers, the judge, the prosecutor, and the court staff 
had witnessed his trial. His family had gone; they were 
among the 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, law-
ful immigrants and American citizens alike, who had 
been herded into race tracks and fairgrounds, and then 
desolate camps, and held under armed guard. Even if his 
family and other members of the Japanese American, or 
Nikkei, community could have been present, however, 
he wondered how many would have stood behind him 
in that courtroom. His family had been shamed by his 
arrest. And he felt others within the community had 
rejected him for his refusal to comply with the govern-
ment’s orders. Most of the rest of the public had seen 
him as they saw all Japanese Americans, as potential 
saboteurs; many others had at least passively allowed 
the incarceration to occur.
left: The Honorable Marilyn Hall Patel, U.S. District Court 
judge, retired, for the Northern District of California, vacated 
Fred Korematsu’s conviction in 1983. Judge Patel visited 
the law school for a panel discussion and a celebration 
of Professor Bannai’s book. The SCOTUS ruling in Mr. 
Korematsu’s case, she said, was “always recognized as the 
nadir, the low point, of jurisprudence.”
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not run afoul of the U.S. Constitution. The orders were 
lawful, the Court reasoned, because the government 
had reason to believe that Japanese Americans, as a 
people, had close ties with an enemy nation and posed 
an imminent threat to the security of our country. Fred 
had lived for decades with having lost that case. Today, 
he came to a new court to clear his name.
Some might have been nervous to stand before 
the courtroom, under the weight of expectation in the 
crowd. But Fred was not. While he was a soft-spoken 
man who had never sought the public eye, he had a calm 
strength that grew from his firm belief that the govern-
ment had wronged him. He didn’t know everything 
about the U.S. Constitution, but he did know that the 
wartime incarceration violated the essential principles 
of freedom and equality for which, he believed, America 
stood. Those principles were worth fighting for, even if 
it meant resisting the very government entrusted with 
protecting them. He had never wavered in his belief 
in those principles and today sought again to hold his 
country to them.
Fred’s story is about his own quest for justice, but it 
is also more than that. It is also about the determination 
and perseverance of the Japanese American, or Nikkei, 
community, as well as the many and conflicting ways 
in which that community responded to, and survived, 
adversity. And even more than that, it is a story about 
America and the frailty of its promises of freedom and 
equality in times of crisis—then, as well as now.
But this time he was not alone. Slowly, the court-
room filled. One-by-one or in small groups, other Japa-
nese Americans quietly entered: men and women now 
in their 60s and 70s with graying hair, neatly dressed. 
They, like Fred, had suffered the camps, and today 
they took their places behind him. They came this day 
because they sought what he sought: a recognition that 
they had been wronged. They were accompanied by 
younger Japanese Americans, sons and daughters who 
wanted to know why their parents had been incarcer-
ated and who now joined them in seeking justice. Slowly, 
the room filled to capacity. Those present murmured 
softly among themselves, respectful both of the formal 
courtroom environment and of the importance of the 
case they were about to hear.
In 1942, Fred Korematsu was among a few who had 
resisted orders that culminated in sending Japanese 
Americans into concentration camps in the Western 
interior, and his case was one of four that had been 
fought to the United States Supreme Court. He had 
been convicted of a federal crime and jailed. He had 
been moved to live in a horse stall in a hastily-converted 
racetrack and then in a guarded, dusty, and desolate 
camp at Topaz, Utah. And, with the firm belief that the 
orders removing Japanese Americans from the West 
Coast violated their constitutional rights, he had chal-
lenged the government’s orders all the way to the United 
States Supreme Court. In his case, Korematsu v. United 
States, the Court had held in 1944 that the orders did 
above: Mr. Korematsu’s 
daughter, Karen Korematsu, 
drew a parallel between his 
case and the current plight of 
Syrian refugees being treated 
with disdain and suspicion. 
“Sadly, my father’s case is 
more relevant now than it 
was in 1944,” she said.
“Enduring Conviction: Fred 
Korematsu and His Quest for 
Justice,” 2015, University of 
Washington Press
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unmet 
legal 
needs? 
There’s an app for that
Working with the Access to Justice Institute and 
Daniel Sandoval, a design and engineering student at 
University of Washington, Willis launched Seattle’s first-
ever Social Justice Hackathon, held at the law school in 
November. More than 70 software developers, designers, 
lawyers, and law students gathered at the law school for 
two days of brainstorming, whiteboard sketching, code 
writing, bug testing, and late-night snacking.
In marathon work sessions, teams took problems 
presented to them by various legal aid organizations 
and developed smartphone applications to help solve 
them. In February, three of the teams demonstrated 
their projects at Seattle City Hall, welcomed by Mayor 
Ed Murray.
The Social Justice League, for example, worked to 
solve a common problem faced by legal aid organiza-
tions. Legal aid clinics typically set up shop in libraries 
or community centers where they don’t have access to 
computers, printers, or wi-fi and volunteer attorneys 
can only carry a limited number of legal forms with 
them from site to site.
miguel Willis was inspired to launch the Seattle Social Justice Hack-athon knowing that 76 percent of 
Washingtonians face complex civil legal 
problems without the help of a lawyer. But 
for him, it’s also personal. 
He grew up in Washington, D.C. with a single 
mom and one brother. There were plenty of times his 
family could have used legal assistance, but compared 
to rent, food, and education it felt like a luxury they 
could live without.
 “Hiring a lawyer was out of the question. It was 
just completely beyond our reach,” he said. “My story 
is not uncommon.”
Now a second-year student at Seattle University 
School of Law and the first person in his family to 
graduate from college, Willis is determined to make 
legal services more accessible. His favorite way to do 
that is technology.
By Claudine Benmar
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Thanks in part to his work on the hackathon, Miguel 
Willis earned a spot in the national Jurist’s list of 
25 law students of the Year for 2016. The award 
honored law students who “have been role models to 
their peers and have demonstrated service to their 
law school or local community as a legal advocate.” 
Willis not only organized the hackathon but also 
serves as president of seattle U’s Black Law student 
Association, mentors young students interested in 
technology, and frequently speaks out on issues of 
social justice in the community. He is a 2012 graduate 
of Howard University.
Law student 
of the year
Second-year student Miguel Willis, who organized the 
hackathon, celebrates with participant Katherine Alteneder ’96. 
Her team built Court Whisperer, which won the event’s top prize.
Learn more about Miguel Willis:
law.seattleu.edu/miguelwillis
The app allows access via smartphone to a full 
library of documents that can be emailed or snail mailed 
to the client with just a few thumb taps.
Another app, called PaidIt!, allows tenants to use a 
cell phone camera to document rent payments made via 
cash or money order. Michael Cherry ’11, who volunteers 
with the Housing Justice Project in Kent, brought this 
problem to the hackathon, explaining that tenants who 
use these methods are at higher risk of eviction because 
there’s typically no record of payment other than a 
landlord’s unreliable ledger. The app creates that record.
The third project, Court Whisperer, allows self-
represented litigants to fill out legal forms by voice, 
using  speech-to-text technology available in most 
smartphones, translating legalese into plain English, 
and auto-populating information (name, for example) 
required on multiple forms.
 “The goal of the hackathon is not just to build more 
tech applications, but to truly get around restrictions 
or barriers prohibiting low-income or moderate-means 
individuals from receiving access to legal services,” 
Willis said. “We’re trying to solve real problems for 
real people.”
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Judge Oishi: 
From the classroom 
to the bench
ALumNI PROfILe
For Judge Patrick Oishi ’96, education was the family business. His mother was an elementary school teacher and 
his father was the district superintendent of 
public schools for Maui County. Oishi always 
admired his parents’ dedication and commit-
ment to education and public service. So when 
he graduated from Seattle University in 1989 with a degree 
in secondary education, he happily took a job teaching 7th 
graders and coaching “a little bit of everything” in the Federal 
Way School District. 
But there was yet another influential figure in his child-
hood, one who inspired a career in the law. Judge Boyd 
Mossman, now retired from the 2nd Circuit Court in Maui, 
was a family friend whose children were Oishi’s swim team-
mates. Locals there know him as a judge who was tough, 
fair-minded, and genuinely cared about the community.
“I saw the great contributions he made to the community 
I grew up in, and how he helped to make our community a 
better and safer place to live,” Oishi said. “He was always 
someone who was very engaged in the community, and I 
admired and respected that.”
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Oishi wants to have a similar impact in his current 
position as King County Superior Court judge. He was 
appointed to the bench by Gov. Christine Gregoire in 
May 2011.  At 43, he was one of the youngest members 
of the King County bench at the time, but he brought 
with him a strong commitment to public service and 
diverse life experience that, in part, can be credited to 
his time in the classroom.
It was difficult for Oishi to leave teaching and the 
students he cared for so much. With a heavy heart, he 
said goodbye to his middle schoolers in 1993 and headed 
to law school at University of Puget Sound in Tacoma. 
(While he was there, the law school was acquired by 
Seattle University, making him a double SU alum.)
Third-year law student George Kaai first met Judge 
Oishi when he was an undergraduate at University of 
Puget Sound and interested in law as a career. Since the 
two are both from Hawaii, the conversation naturally 
turned to home. 
“I was at a point in my life where I was finishing 
up school and needed to decide if I wanted to return 
home or continue on the mainland,” Kaai said. Judge 
Oishi “told me that Hawaii will always be his home, 
but he had opportunities here to fulfill his dreams and 
provide for his family in a way that he might not have 
had if he stayed home.”
In the years since, that advice has been invaluable 
to Kaai. “It’s hard to leave the islands, but it is easier 
when you can look up to people like Judge Oishi who 
traveled the same path to a very successful and reward-
ing career,” he said.
Following the career path of Judge Mossman, Oishi 
became a prosecutor, trying more than 90 jury trials, 
including many violent felony offenses, over the course 
of a 12-year career with the Pierce County Prosecu-
tor’s Office. Judges he appeared before took notice and 
encouraged him to consider a judicial career.
Oishi joined Pierce County Superior Court in 2010 
as a court commissioner, and became the first superior 
court commissioner in the state whose primary focus 
was presiding over felony criminal cases. 
Though Oishi spent one year in private practice, 
he said his work as a prosecutor and now as a judge 
reflects his personal commitment to public service. 
“That’s very important to me. It’s how I was raised,” 
he said. “With both parents in public education, it was 
part of our family make-up.”
He added that he especially enjoys the trial court 
and the human connection it offers, not unlike teaching. 
“I have daily interactions with the public, whether 
they’re litigants, witnesses, or jurors,” he said. “Those 
human interactions, the human touches, are a very 
rewarding part of what I do.”
His interest in public service extends beyond the 
courtroom. Oishi is a former board member of the Seattle 
University Law Alumni Board, and he is a board mem-
ber of the Asian Bar Association of Washington, which 
honored him with its Judge of the Year Award in 2015. 
He has coached youth soccer and supports the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society’s Team in Training program. 
He also chairs the King County Bar Association’s 
Diversity Committee. Oishi believes that improving 
diversity is critical to strengthening the legal profession 
and the judiciary.  
Often, as a judge, Oishi calls on his skills as educa-
tor, helping the people in his courtroom make sense 
of a system that can be very complicated. “When you 
leave the courtroom, you might not always agree with 
the result, but you should understand why and how 
the decision was made,” he said. “It is important that 
litigants are treated fairly and feel that they have had 
the opportunity to be heard in court.”
“i have daily interactions with the public, whether 
they’re litigants, witnesses, or jurors. Those human interactions, 
the human touches, are a very rewarding part of what i do.”
 – Judge Patrick Oishi ’96
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It’s always a treat to connect with alumni, students, 
and faculty outside the classroom. Whether it’s a Sidebar happy 
hour or an awards ceremony, we enjoy catching up with our friends 
and colleagues. Here are just a few snapshots from our lively events 
over the past few months. For more photos, visit our Flickr galler-
ies at flickr.com/sulaw.
 Joseph Polito ’09 and david Keenan ’08 joined us to speak at 
Business Boot Camp in August. This new program helps our students 
appreciate the world of business and think like entrepreneurs.
 alison ivey ’97, deputy general counsel at Vulcan, Inc., one of the 
honorees at the Sidebar Happy Hour in Seattle in November.
 nick allen ’10 received the Black Law Student Association 
Vanguard Lawyer of the Year Award for his advocacy work with the 
non-profit Columbia Legal Services. He spoke at the BLSA Alumni 
Awards in February.
 akshat divatia ’11 and andrew le ’12 celebrated law school swag at 
the Sidebar Happy Hour in Bellevue in October. 
 debra akhbari ’13, liberty upton ’13, and samuel Winninghoff ’13 
had a great time at the Public Interest Law Foundation annual event 
and auction in February. The former classmates are now colleagues 
at the firm Helsell Fetterman.
 Reference librarian Kelly Kunsch, Professor anne enquist, dean 
annette Clark ’89, amy lewis ’92 of the law school’s Legacy 
Society Committee, and Law Alumni Board member leslie Clark 
’04 hosted a Sidebar Happy Hour in Tacoma in March.
 Washington attorney general Bob ferguson (center) was our 
featured speaker at the Red Mass reception in September. With him 
are first-year students Jason harn, Kara van slyck, mimi lei, Joshua 
Buckley, Katie sutton, Courtney olson, and david Papiez.
 Our Latinx Law Student Association (LLSA) honored two outstanding 
alumni in March. Pictured here are LLSA President Yessenia 
medrano ’16; La Justicia Award winner sandy restrepo ’12; Clarissa 
Castillo ’17, who received LLSA’s first-ever student scholarship; 
Spirit of Service Award winner edwardo morfin ’14; and 
dean annette e. Clark ’89.
Out About
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from left: Dean’s Club members Catherine Romero ’96, Joan Watt, 
Robin Du Brin ’85, Dean Annette Clark ’89
entrepreneurs see game-changing community and business opportunities where most people see only difficult, intractable problems. robin du Brin ’85 did 
just that when she used her legal education and consider-
able professional skills to develop safe, smart investment 
opportunities for senior housing when none had existed 
before. in the process, she built an extraordinarily success-
ful business and, today, is a leading national authority on 
this expanding area of real estate investment.
Seeking to foster that entrepreneurial spirit in the next 
generation of lawyers, Du Brin has generously donated 
$100,000 to the law school, establishing the Innovation 
Entrepreneurship Fund. Her initial gift is being used to bring 
seasoned lawyer Steve Tapia on board as a distinguished 
practitioner in residence to develop and teach entrepreneurial 
legal curriculum at the law school.
The new and enhanced offerings in the law school include 
curriculum designed to offer hands- on training in the business 
concepts necessary for lawyers to work effectively within an 
entrepreneurial environment.
Tapia is an entertainment, media, and intellectual property 
lawyer with over 30 years of in-house counsel and business 
experience for leading entertainment and technology compa-
nies including Microsoft, DIRECTV, and HBO. He has been a 
member of the law school’s adjunct faculty for the last year.
Alumna gift inspires law students to explore 
entrepreneurship and innovation
James henriot, a Seattle University Board of 
Regents member and longtime friend of the law 
school, passed away in January. Through a gift by 
will, he created an endowed scholarship for Seattle 
University School of Law students.  
During his career, he served as assistant city attorney 
with the City of Tacoma and retired as senior part-
ner with the Tacoma/Seattle law firm Eisenhower 
Carlson, where he focused on civil litigation, labor, 
employment, and business law. An avid outdoorsman, 
he summited six of the world’s seven highest peaks 
during his lifetime.
InMemoriam
loan forgiveness rewards graduates 
in public defense
The Associated Counsel for the Accused might 
not represent indigent clients for King County any-
more, but its board of directors is just as committed 
as ever to public defense.
Now known as the Irving C. Paul Law Group – 
named for the man who founded ACA in 1973 – the 
nonprofit has endowed Seattle University School of 
Law with $300,000 to establish a loan forgiveness 
fund for graduates who work in public defense.
The generous gift is in recognition of the law 
school’s long-standing commitment to help those 
in need.  
To be eligible for the award, recent graduates of 
Seattle University School of Law must be a licensed 
attorney, be employed full-time doing public defense 
in either the public or private sector, and must use 
the award to repay loans that were disbursed under 
institutionally approved and certified programs.
 For 40 years, the nonprofit law firm contracted 
with King County and the City of Seattle to provide 
legal representation to people who were accused of 
a crime but couldn’t afford a lawyer.  Those services 
were brought in-house by King County in 2013.
ACA also worked to create nontraditional 
courts such as Mental Health Court and Drug 
Dependency Court.
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law school welcomes 
new alumni director
Fo r  E r i c  Ho r n i k ,  t h e 
opportunity to return to Jesuit 
education was an offer he 
couldn’t refuse. 
Hornik, who joined Seattle 
University School of Law as 
the new director of Annual Fund and Alumni Rela-
tions, received his undergraduate and master’s degree 
from University of Detroit Mercy, a Jesuit school like 
Seattle U. 
“I’m most excited to return to that realm of educa-
tion around creating a just and humane world,” he said. 
“I know the value of a Jesuit education. I lived it and 
experienced it at UDM.” 
Prior to Seattle U, Hornik worked for the Univer-
sity of Chicago Alumni Association, where he coor-
dinated alumni affinity groups 
campus-wide, providing career 
development and education to 
all alumni and strengthening 
communities of alumni based 
on shared vocational interests 
and identities. 
The law school also wel-
comes Stephanie Howson as the 
new assistant director of Annual 
Fund and Alumni Relations. Like Hornik, she previously 
worked at University of Chicago, as associate director 
of regional programs. She has a master’s degree from 
Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism.
“We’re thrilled to welcome both Eric and Stephanie 
to the team,” said Patricia McCowan, the law school’s 
chief advancement officer. “We can’t wait for them to 
meet our vibrant community of alumni and friends.” 
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Seattle University School of Law celebrates alumni who serve as judges and 
commissioners and their collective impact at the city, state, and federal level. A group 
of distinguished members of the bench gathered for this group photo at the Red 
Mass and Reception, which featured Washington’s Attorney General Bob Ferguson 
(front row, center, with Dean Annette E. Clark ’89) as keynote speaker.
Seattle U Law is undeniably and understandably proud of 
our alumni serving in judicial roles and of the collective impact 
they have had on communities at the local, state, and federal 
levels. In addition, our alumni and friends within the judiciary in 
this region are indispensable partners with us in providing legal 
education to our students.
honoring our 200+ alumni judges and 
commissioners in Washington state
Find your name at law.seattleu.edu/wajudges
The Office of Advancement extends special thanks 
in acknowledgement of our school of Law Legacy 
society Committee members: Linda strout ’79, co-
chair; David strout ’79, co-chair; nancy Cahill ’84;
steve DiJulio ’76; Amy Lewis ’92; Eva Mitchell; 
Colby parks ’92; prof. John strait; Joan Duffy Watt; 
and Heather Williams ’07.
photo by mason kelly
Shondell reed 
combines love of law 
and sports
ALumNI PROfILe
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if you ask him to choose a favorite sport, 
shondell reed ’01 will admit a personal 
fondness for football – his older brother 
briefly played for the seahawks – but really 
he loves them all.
“I grew up with sports,” he said. “The sport would 
just change with the seasons – football in the fall, basket-
ball in the winter. In the spring we’d run track.” 
Now, as senior associate director of athletics at 
University of Washington, Reed follows a wide world of 
sports, including tennis, cross-country, rowing, soccer, 
and softball. It’s his dream job.
But back when he was a student at Seattle University 
School of Law, he couldn’t imagine the path that led him 
to this career. It certainly wasn’t typical.
“In my 3L year I started to realize that practicing law 
at a firm just wasn’t right for me,” he said. “My dad didn’t 
raise a lazy person. I will work until my fingers bleed if 
it’s something I love doing. And sports was something I 
loved, so I decided to try and make it my career.”
He enrolled in the sports management program 
at the University of San Francisco and began working 
as an intern in the athletic department at University of 
California, Berkeley. While at Cal, one of the admin-
istrators hauled out a casebook-sized manual of rules 
and regulations from the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA). “I thought, ‘Hey! This language 
looks familiar!’” Reed said. 
A career in compliance was born. An internship at 
The Ohio State University was followed by a job offer 
at Colgate University in central New York, where he 
stayed for eight years before returning to Seattle. Now 
he supervises a six-person compliance staff as well as the 
athletic training, strength/conditioning, and equipment 
staffs while also serving as lead sport administrator for 
nine varsity programs. 
A compliance officer is a little like an in-house cop. 
If there are state, federal, city, or industry regulations 
that govern a particular business or organization, the 
compliance officer makes sure they’re followed. In col-
lege athletics, there are rules about everything from how 
many hours student athletes can practice each week to 
how and when coaches can contact potential recruits.
“The rules are constantly changing,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of thinking on your feet, which is something 
I learned in law school from all that cold calling in class.”
A law degree isn’t required for compliance officers, 
but it helps. Heidi Alessi ’01, a member of Reed’s close-
knit study group that formed in their 1L year, also handles 
compliance as senior benefits counsel for Providence 
Health & Services. 
“It’s an opportunity to be a creative problem-solver,” 
she said. “In compliance, you can really be pro-active 
and keep people out of trouble, rather than interacting 
with them once they’re already involved in a lawsuit.”
“I’ve prided myself on having my staff focus on it 
more as a customer service position,” Reed said. “We 
assist coaches in navigating the rules to help them remain 
as competitive as possible.” 
Both Alessi and Reed credit their study group with 
helping them survive law school. “I’d get called on in 
class and I’d be struggling with an answer and I knew I 
could glance over at Shondell and I’d get the nod to let 
me know I was doing just fine,” Alessi said. 
Their group included Adam Dublin, who liked to 
joke that he had the heart of a 53-year-old woman. Born 
with a rare heart defect, Dublin did in fact have a donor 
heart. He passed away just two years out of law school, 
the result of complications from another heart transplant. 
Reed keeps a photo of the two of them on his office wall, 
posing in front of the newly opened Sullivan Hall as 
co-chairs of the Alternative Dispute Resolution Board. 
Today, he enjoys watching that same spirit of 
teamwork and camaraderie in the student athletes at 
UW. “You see the excitement on their faces when they 
make it to the post-season or do well academically. It’s 
just priceless. It’s flat-out priceless,” he said. “You know 
what went into it and you know you helped contribute 
to their success.”
“There’s a lot of thinking on your feet, which is 
something I learned in law school from all that 
cold calling in class.”  – Shondell Reed ’01
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1976
douglas Brown is 
building a new house 
in Silverton with 
Debra, his significant 
other, and will continue his five-
year reign of practicing law part 
time. In 2015, he retired from 20+ 
years of service with the Oregon 
State Police. Early in his career, he 
practiced law in Bend for 10 years, 
took a year off to travel the country 
in a converted Trailways bus, and 
joined a Salem law firm for the next 
nine years.
 
1977
art Blauvelt is part-
ner at Ingram, 
Zelasko and Good-
win and has served 
as general counsel for Port of 
Grays Harbor since 1994. He has 
also worked as Ocean Shores 
City Attorney; Municipal Court 
Judge in Montesano, McCleary, 
and Elma; a Grays Harbor Coun-
ty Trustee with Timberland Li-
brary and Grays Harbor College; 
and Odyssey of the Mind coach 
for the 1994 state champion 
team. He enjoys hiking in south-
east Utah, sailing, and RVing.
greg home has a solo law practice 
in Bellevue, Washington, focusing 
on real property law, small busi-
ness law and general practice.
llewellyn matthews now lives 
in Florence, Italy, where she 
works as a classic representa-
tional artist working on commis-
sions and teaching in a Florentine 
art school. She made the career 
change after working three 
decades as an attorney.
lorena gonzalez ’05 has 
been elected to Seattle City 
Council as a councilmember at-
large, the first-ever Latina/o to 
hold the position.
shamim mohandessi ’13 and Zainab hussain ’13 were 
married at Snoqualmie Ridge Golf Club surrounded by family and 
friends from around the world and fellow Seattle U Law alums from 
’07, ’08, ’11, ’12, and ’13. The couple now resides in the South Lake 
Union neighborhood of Seattle.
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david thorson retired in Janu-
ary after serving 11 years as a 
district judge for the 11th Judi-
cial District of Colorado. He 
previously served 17 years as 
a deputy district attorney in 
Fairplay and 11 years in private 
practice in Breckenridge. He 
and his wife Mary plan to hike, 
travel, and enjoy time with their 
12 grandchildren.
1980
mark a. lester has been recog-
nized by Worldwide Branding 
for dedication, leadership, and 
excellence in estate planning. 
He has more than 34 years of 
experience in the areas of estate 
planning, trust, and probate law 
as a Martindale-Hubbell AV 
(Preeminent) Peer Review Rated 
(for Ethical Standards and Legal 
Ability) attorney.
1981
Judge stephen r. shelton 
(Ret.) is now of counsel at 
Stuart E. Shelton Injury Law, 
PLLC, the firm of his brother 
and classmate, stuart e. shel-
ton ’81. The pair work along-
side Stuart’s sons, Evan Shelton 
and eric g. shelton ’11, who is 
the sole associate member of 
the firm.
1982
C h a r l i e  B row n 
celebrated the 15th 
anniversary of the 
law firm he founded, 
CorpLaw Law Firm, which spe-
cializes in helping small and 
medium-size businesses with 
intellectual property issues. 
continued >
david l. tift ’82 was recently named managing director of 
Ryan, Swanson and Cleveland, PLLC. Tift will serve as Ryan 
Swanson’s 11th managing director in the firm’s 118-year history.
robert K. Costello was pre-
sented with the WSBA 2015 
Angelo Petruss Award for Law-
yers in Government Service. The 
award recognized his 33-year 
career of dedicated service to 
the Washington State Attorney 
General’s Office and the people 
of Washington.
suzanne elliott received the 
2015 William O. Douglas Award 
for her “extraordinary courage 
and commitment to the practice 
of criminal law” from the Wash-
ington Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers.
1984
Peter Butch is the co-chair of the 
advisory board for the New Jersey 
Economic Development Author-
ity’s Commercialization Center 
for Innovative Technologies. 
1987
In 2014, Karen r. goon ’84, JD 
’87, MPA ’95 was appointed as the 
county administrator for Kitsap 
County. She previously worked 
for Pierce County in various 
positions including in-house 
counsel for the Public Works 
Department, deputy prosecut-
ing attorney, deputy director of 
the Public Works and Utilities 
Department, interim director of 
the Medical Examiner’s Office, 
special assistant to the county 
executive for transportation, and 
manager in the Public Works and 
Utilities Department.
debora Juarez was elected to 
represent District 5 on the Seattle 
City Council.
Former Alaska Gov. sean Par-
nell has opened a law office in 
downtown Palmer, the city he 
and his wife now call home. The 
practice specializes in business 
law, contracts, and real estate as 
well as municipal law and local 
government issues.
1988
Jeff James has been named a 
“Lawyer of the Year” by Best 
Lawyers for management-side 
employment litigation. 
tom verge has been appointed 
as a Skagit  County district 
court judge.
1989
Kany levine is a sole 
practitioner at The 
Levine Law Firm, 
PLLC, in Seattle. He focuses on 
criminal defense, personal injury, 
and civil litigation. 
1991
to d d  r e u t e r 
recently  jo ined 
Fo s t e r  P e p p e r 
PLLC’s office in 
Spokane. His practice focuses 
on environmental real estate and 
commercial litigation throughout 
Washington and Idaho.
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1992
Christof schro-
eder was recently 
promoted to be West 
Hollywood’s direc-
tor of administrative services. 
He oversees three divisions: legal 
services/legislative affairs, human 
resources, and city clerk.
1993
Ja c q u e l i n e  J o s e p h -ve a l 
authored two urban fiction nov-
els under the pen name JJV: The 
Storyteller. Her novels “Can’t 
Nobody” and “The DuBois Curse” 
are currently available on Ama-
zon.com. She is working on her 
third novel, “Faking the Dream.”
Cynthia linet’s exhibit, “The 
Gun Show,” is a growing series 
of paintings on gun ownership 
in the United States. She is in the 
process of publishing a book of the 
exhibit’s paintings.
nate mellman is an administra-
tive law judge with the Social 
Security Administration in Chi-
cago. He is also a colonel in the 
Air National Guard and is cur-
rently serving as the ANG judge 
advocate assistant for domestic 
operations.
stephen m. Waltar 
hosts the “Legacy 
Planning ” radio 
show on KGNW. 
He practices estate 
planning law and established 
his own firm in 2000. He has 
authored two books (“Smart 
Estate Planning” and “Legacy 
Wealth Planning”). In 2012, he 
was proud to summit Mt. Rainier 
as part of Fred Hutchinson Can-
cer Research Center’s Climb 
to Fight Breast Cancer. He and 
his wife, Suzy, live in Kirkland, 
Washington. Their two daughters 
attend college in Washington.
1995
susan Brye celebrated her fifth 
anniversary at Starbucks where 
she oversees cyber/data secu-
rity and privacy issues, patent 
litigation, and technology and 
commercial disputes. She lives 
in Bellevue with her husband, 
John (a lawyer specializing in 
international law and policy), 
and children, Lauren and Trevor.
Kevin harnisch joined the global 
law firm of Norton Rose Ful-
bright as head of SEC enforce-
ment in Washington, D.C. where 
he helps global clients navigate 
through complex U.S. compli-
ance matters.
lisa leone was appointed to 
serve as judge for Des Moines 
Municipal Court. Before that, 
she was a magistrate judge for 
Seattle Municipal Court.
1996
Connie sue martin 
was named part-
ner-in-charge of 
Pacific Northwest 
regional law firm 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt’s 
Seattle office. She oversees plan-
ning, policy, and operations.
In June, frances turean cel-
ebrates the 10th anniversary of 
her solo family law practice in 
downtown Seattle. She was hon-
ored in 2007 as a Rising Star by 
Super Lawyers. She lives with her 
husband in West Seattle and is a 
member of Toastmasters Inter-
national, awarded Distinguished 
Toastmaster status in 2012. 
1997
david marx released “Dave’s 
Subs: A Novel Story About Work-
place Accountability” in 2015. 
This is his second book (the 
first was “Whack-A-Mole: The 
Price We Pay for Expecting Per-
fection”) focusing on creating 
a just culture within the work 
environment. 
deena Parker moved to Guang-
zhou, China to take a position at 
the U.S. Consulate. She will be 
chief of the Nonimmigrant Visa 
Unit through August 2017.
1998
Patrick C. Cook has been named 
a shareholder with The Walthew 
Law Firm. Prior to joining the firm, 
Patrick was a deputy prosecuting 
attorney with the King County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. 
1999
heather Craw-
ford ,  partner at 
Robin H. Balsam 
P.S., is celebrat-
ing 10 years with the firm. Her 
practice focuses on litigation 
of guardianship, probate, trust, 
and vulnerable adult matters in 
Pierce, Kitsap, Thurston, and 
South King Counties. She is 
known as a strong advocate and 
creative problem-solver who has 
significant experience acting as 
attorney-in-fact, personal repre-
sentative, guardian, and probate 
and litigation guardian ad litem. 
2001
After a decade of 
private criminal 
defense litigation, 
legrand Jones 
accepted a position with the 
Washington State Liquor and 
Cannabis Board to assist in the 
implementation of the recre-
ational marijuana market. He is 
also an active firefighter and EMT.
erin mcdougal stines recently 
joined the law firm of Ahlers and 
Cressman PLLC. She previously 
worked as in-house counsel for 
Fidelity National Financial. She 
looks forward to broadening her 
real estate and title insurance 
practice to include a focus on 
construction law. She and her 
husband andy ’01 live in Sam-
mamish with their two sons, 
Tanner and Parker.
2003
michael guadagno joined the 
Seattle office of Bullivant Houser 
Bailey as a shareholder in its 
insurance law practice group. 
His practice focuses on insurance 
coverage and complex commer-
cial litigation matters.
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2004
Phillip spearo was named VP 
of people for Acelero Learning. 
Acelero Learning provides early 
childhood education and family 
engagement services, all of which 
are focused on closing the achieve-
ment gap for Head Start children 
and families across the country.
2005
timothy ashby has 
been working on 
legal and strategy 
consulting for the 
opening Cuban market, advising 
multinational corporations and 
government entities (including 
the U.S. International Trade 
Commission). His work cen-
ters on the real estate, agricul-
ture, tourism and information 
technology sectors. He is also 
active in the startup technol-
ogy sector in the U.K., France, 
U.S., and Cuba. In December, 
he published an article in the 
Harvard International Review 
on Cuba’s technology revolution 
and recently spoke in New York 
at a Wharton Business School 
Conference on Cuba.
allison Krashan is now a partner 
with Schwabe, Williamson & 
Wyatt. Her practice is oriented 
around complex litigation mat-
ters, including personal injury 
defense, products litigation, and 
professional negligence. 
nicole Potebnya, 
formerly an assis-
t a n t  a t t o r n e y 
general  for  the 
Washington State 
Attorney General’s 
Office, as well as in-house cor-
porate counsel and a manag-
ing real estate broker for The 
Rants Group, has accepted a 
partnership with the Olympia 
and Tacoma law firm of Phillips 
Burgess PLLC. She has nearly a 
decade of experience resolving 
contractual issues, structuring 
commercial leases and sales 
contracts, and advising in land 
use and permitting matters.
2006
helene rogers 
smart  took her 
fabulous cabaret 
show to Los Angeles for an eve-
ning of music and fun, following 
a wonderful run of shows on 
Bainbridge Island in November.
Jeremy Yates is in his ninth 
year of running his small firm, 
Ascension Law Office. With the 
help of a shared associate and 
paralegal, he continues to enjoy 
the practical work of estate plan-
ning, probate administration, 
guardianship, and the occasional 
personal injury or adoption case. 
Outside of work, he keeps his 
kids busy with camping trips, 
keeps himself busy with fishing 
trips, and is trying to be more 
consistent about reading fiction. 
2007
In December, the WSBA Board 
of Governors appointed Brendan 
donckers to the Northwest Jus-
tice Project Board of Trustees.
Catherine fleming celebrated 
her eighth year at Stritmatter 
Kessler Whelan Koehler Moore 
Kahler (and her daughter’s sev-
enth birthday). She focuses pri-
marily on class action/consumer 
protection litigation and is build-
ing the firm’s privacy/data secu-
rity law practice. 
gregory t. hixson 
joined Seattle-based 
Veris Law Group in 
October of 2015. He 
focuses his practice 
on environmental, 
natural resources, tribal, and con-
struction law matters.
Cristin Kent ara-
gon was named a 
partner at Yarmuth 
Wilsdon, PLLC. Her 
practice focuses on 
employment disputes, workplace 
investigations, and complex com-
mercial litigation.
rajeev majumdar, a Washing-
ton Leadership Institute Fellow, 
received WSBA’s Local Hero 
Award, given to lawyers who 
have made noteworthy contribu-
tions to their communities. 
angela rye ’05, principal of IMPACT Strategies, received 
an award for her significant mentorship contributions at the 7th 
Annual Evening of Excellence during the Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation’s 45th Annual Legislative Conference. She was 
recognized for providing programming focused on civic engage-
ment, economic empowerment, and political involvement that has 
opened doors for the next generation.
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virginia nicholson is now a 
partner with Schwabe, William-
son & Wyatt. She practices in the 
areas of litigation, land use, and 
health law regulation. Before 
pursuing a career in law, she 
worked with network and mes-
saging technologies for promi-
nent local technology firms. 
After eight years at Keating, Buck-
lin & McCormack, adam rosen-
berg accepted a new position at 
Williams, Kastner & Gibbs.
2008
sinj in dihn  has 
been promoted to 
member (partner) 
at Foster Pepper. He 
focuses his practice on the rep-
resentation of clients in business 
formations, general corporate 
matters, private offerings, and 
in mergers and acquisitions. His 
clients include manufacturing 
companies, technology compa-
nies, private equity firms, and 
closely held businesses. A portion 
of his practice is also devoted to 
the representation of yacht own-
ers on matters such as purchase 
and sale transactions, flagging, 
and regulatory compliance.
leah harris was honored by 
Attorney General Bob Fergu-
son with the William V. Tanner 
Award, which recognizes attor-
neys with exceptional achieve-
ments early in their careers.
linda Jenkins is the new editor 
of NW Lawyer Magazine, the 
official publication of the Wash-
ington State Bar Association.
Jenifer Jewkes has 
joined Lane Powell 
as an attorney in the 
firm’s Trusts and 
Estates Practice 
Group. Her practice focuses on 
estate and succession planning 
and estate and trust administra-
tion for high net worth families 
and individuals. As a former tax 
manager with Deloitte Tax LLP, 
she has experience in planning 
and compliance with regard to 
income, estate, gift and generation-
skipping transfer taxes.
david Keenan was elected presi-
dent of the Federal Bar Asso-
ciation in December 2015, and 
president of the Northwest Jus-
tice Project Board of Directors in 
January 2016.
matthew maynard 
has been promoted 
to member (part-
ner) at Foster Pep-
per. His practice 
focuses on general corporate 
matters and alternative invest-
ments. He has extensive experi-
ence representing public pension 
funds and other institutional 
investors with domestic and 
international private investment 
transactions on an individual and 
commingled basis.
Julie nicoll  has 
joined Lane Pow-
ell’s litigation prac-
tice group, where 
she will focus her 
practice on the defense of envi-
ronmental claims and insurance 
coverage counseling.
teru olsen was 
elected to the mem-
bership at Ryan 
Swanson Cleveland, 
PLLC. Olsen prac-
tices in the firm’s litigation, trans-
portation, banking and employment 
groups where he is experienced in 
trial, motion practice, and advocacy 
for his clients. He is currently vice 
president of the Washington State 
Bar Foundation after serving as a 
trustee since 2009 and has been 
named to the Washington Rising 
Stars list the last two years.
2009
anna Cashman was recently 
named partner at Kutscher Her-
eford Bertram Burkart, where 
she practices estate planning, 
trust and estate administration, 
trust and estate litigation, and 
tax law. She also serves as chair 
of the WSBA’s estate and gift tax 
committee of the taxation section 
and as ex officio member of the 
WSBA’s real property probate 
and trust executive committee.
Jeremy eckert has 
been promoted to 
member (partner) 
at Foster Pepper. 
In the real estate & 
land use practice, Eckert coun-
sels private and public clients on 
land use law, project permitting, 
real estate, and water law. His 
recent work includes securing 
and defending project permits for 
high-rise and mixed-use projects 
in Seattle and Bellevue. In addi-
tion, he counsels trade groups 
and private clients on liquor law 
permitting and compliance.
Justin d. farmer 
launched his busi-
ness, Private Prac-
tice Transitions, 
Inc., in 2015. The 
company provides business con-
sulting and brokerage services 
to the owners of professional 
businesses. His counsel and sale 
facilitation services ensure that 
his clients’ goodwill is passed on 
to the new owners, while also 
creating career and mentorship 
opportunities for younger profes-
sionals. He has been invited to 
speak at several CLEs, and has 
been published in several local 
bar magazines around the topic.
Bradley nokes recently accepted 
a position as legal counsel at 
Intermountain Healthcare in Salt 
Lake City.
michael rhodes was awarded 
“Outstanding Litigation Associate 
of the Year” by the Washington 
Defense Trial Lawyers associa-
tion. His practice focuses on the 
areas of insurance law, bad faith 
litigation, commercial litigation, 
and general liability. He serves 
on the WDTL Board of Trustees, 
is editor in chief of its newsletter, 
and is founder and committee 
chair of its diversity committee. 
loyd Willaford is an associate 
attorney with HKM Employ-
ment Attorneys’ Seattle office 
where he represents employees 
in litigating employment law 
matters, including claims of 
discrimination and violation 
of wage and hour laws. He was 
recently appointed vice-chair of 
the Washington State Associa-
tion for Justice’s employment 
law section.
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2011
susan hathaway is 
the owner, coach/
f a c i l i t a t o r  a t 
Empower Divorce Coaching. She 
started her own divorce coaching 
practice to provide an alternative 
approach to divorce that promotes 
knowledge and healing, maintains 
integrity, fosters confidence, and 
empowers each individual to be 
proactive in their own process and 
plan for a positive future.
eric Palosaari  received the 
WSBA Local Hero Award in 
March 2015 in recognition for 
his service to the community in 
his first years of practice. 
Pavel stepanov has founded 
Nexus Realty, a boutique real 
estate brokerage in Kirkland 
specializing in commercial and 
residential real estate services 
in Seattle and Eastside.
a a ro n  vi s b e e k 
joined Kilpatrick 
Townsend & Stock-
ton as an associate 
in the electrical 
engineering and software team 
in the firm’s internationally rec-
ognized intellectual property 
department. He is a registered 
patent attorney who focuses his 
practice on patent preparation, 
prosecution, and related coun-
seling in domestic and foreign 
patent applications.
2012
Bryan Krislock was recently 
admitted as a partner at what 
is now Davidson, Kilpatric and 
Krislock, located in Kirkland, 
Washington. His practice focuses 
on business and real estate law.
John m. tymc-
zyszyn launched his 
own firm in 2014. 
John T Law, PLLC 
is a criminal defense 
practice located in downtown Bel-
levue. His practice handles both 
misdemeanors and felonies with a 
focus on domestic violence, DUI, 
property crimes, and sex crimes.
2013
Chanele reyes was selected for 
a federal clerkship with the Hon-
orable Robert H. Whaley in the 
Eastern District of Washington in 
Spokane. Prior to her clerkship, 
she represented condominium 
and homeowners’ associations in 
civil litigation matters in Seattle.
veronica sandoval 
joined the Southern 
California office of 
Fish & Richardson.
2014
samir Belyamani has been named 
director of airplane sales for the 
Middle East region at Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes in Seattle.
rochelle nelson 
has joined Fisher & 
Phillips, a national 
labor and employ-
ment firm. She will 
focus on serving clients in all 
aspects of employment law.
Kasha roseta joined Curran Law 
Firm as an associate. Her practice 
includes the areas of school law, 
estate planning/probate, family 
law, and general civil litigation.
alisha trotter is a prosecutor 
in King County in the criminal 
misdemeanor unit.
InMemoriam
1976
Philip Clements passed away in a plane accident in September 
2015. His long and illustrious career started at Coopers and 
Lybrand, LLP in 1978 where he became a partner and was on the 
U.S. board. He continued serving as partner at PricewaterhouseC-
oopers, LLP and held the position of executive vice president at 
Standard and Poor’s until he retired in 2004. 
1977
greg grebe passed away in June 2015 after collapsing during a 
hike on the Glen Alps Flattop Trail, near Anchorage. Greg was 64 
and suffered from a pre-existing health issue prior to his death. 
A pioneer in the Alaska legal community, he practiced law for 38 
years and had his own successful practice for 30 years. He was 
an avid hiker, hunter, fisher, painter, and pilot.
1984
leigh erie passed away suddenly in April 2015. After graduating 
from Pacific Lutheran University in 1977, then law school in 1984, 
Leigh practiced in Tacoma at Gierke, Curwen, Metzler Erie from 
graduation until retiring from legal practice in 2007. He began a 
second career at Sound Transit Risk Management until the time 
of his death. He loved traveling, golf, Gonzaga basketball, and time 
spent with family and friends.
 
1989
An extraordinary attorney, col-
league, community leader, teacher, 
coach, and friend has died at the 
age of 64. P. Craig Beetham, who 
practiced law in Pierce County 
for 25 years, was a distinguished 
member of Eisenhower Carlson 
for his entire legal career. He was 
an active volunteer and benefactor to Seattle University School 
of Law, recently serving as a member of the SU School of Law 
Alumni Board. He is survived by his wife, Vicki, and his sons 
Scott, Brett, and Ben and their families. Scott and Brett are both 
Seattle U Law graduates (’06 and ’08 respectively), as is Brett’s 
wife, Thanh Tran ’08.
1992
michael henry scholl passed away in January 2016. He was 
born in Portland, Oregon, and graduated from Lewis & Clark 
College in 1971 followed by University of Puget Sound School of 
Law in 1992. For 20 years, Michael had a solo practice in Tacoma, 
specializing in family law.
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